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Costs are skyrocketing for
working Michiganders. Trump
and Republicans are zgnoring the
crisis — and ripping away help.

Donald Trump’s destructive policies are ripping away Michiganders’ economic security. Between
his massive cuts to government spending, deeply unpopular war with Iran, and his disastrous
tariff regime, Trump’s agenda is hurting the local economy in all areas, stoking a dire affordability

crisis as food prices, energy bills, health care costs, and housing costs spike.

A majority of Michiganders believe Trump’s economy is weakening or in recession — and for good
reason. Small business owners are sounding the alarm about rising costs and health care premium
hikes. Local food businesses are being forced to raise prices, electricity bills in the state have shot
up, and hundreds of thousands of residents are losing the health care coverage they relied on to
see a doctor as a result of the Trump-GOP budget. Michigan is one of the states hardest hit by
Trump’s cancellation of clean energy investments, which have threatened or cost the state roughly
8,000 jobs over the past year and a half. Meanwhile, for buyers and renters alike, housing has
become increasingly unaffordable for median-income Michigan households, prompting the
Governor to take action. Even the state’s automotive industry is in turmoil, thanks to Trump’s

tariffs last year and ending grant aid.

Throughout Trump’s second term, the President and Republicans in Congress have worked in
lock-step to reward their rich and powerful friends at the expense of everyone else. They are
obliterating the economic security of millions across the country, and working families are the

ones paying the price.

DefendAmericaAction.org 1



THE GREAT LAKES STATE AFFORDABILITY CRISIS

DEFEND AMERICA
ACTION DEFEND AMERICA ACTION - JULY 2026

—— BY THE NUMBERS

The Great Lakes State
affordability crisis, in figures.

70%

Of Michigan voters oppose Trump’s trade
policies, as of late June.

WLNS News

390,000

Michiganders anticipated to lose health care
between 2025 and 2034 due to Trump-GOP
cuts to Medicaid and the ACA.

KFF

+46%

Rise in Michigan natural gas prices since
Trump took office in January. Electric bills
are up 18%.

U.S. Energy Information Administration

41,500

Total Michigan jobs estimated lost due to
Trump-GOP funding cuts — plus $4.5B in
state GDP.

Michigan Advance

DefendAmericaAction.org

$817

More that Michigan families have spent on
housing costs such as rent and mortgage
payments since Trump took office.

Joint Economic Committee

$950M

Annual loss to Michigan hospitals from the

Trump-GOP Medicaid cuts alone.

Third Way

$534

Extra gasoline spending for the average
Michigan household as gas jumped ~60%
between January and May.

Joint Economic Committee

8,000

Clean energy jobs canceled or delayed in

Michigan since January 2025 — one of the
hardest-hit states.

Climate Power


https://www.wlns.com/news/politics/michigan-voters-oppose-tariffs/
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7b8598c8-7221-48f1-a3e5-fba39d551d50/mi-inflation-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.kff.org/uninsured/how-will-the-2025-reconciliation-law-affect-the-uninsured-rate-in-each-state/
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/ng/hist/n3010us3m.htm
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7b8598c8-7221-48f1-a3e5-fba39d551d50/mi-inflation-fact-sheet.pdf
https://michiganadvance.com/2025/07/02/whitmer-warns-that-medicaid-snap-cuts-in-gop-bill-could-slash-41k-michigan-jobs-4-5b-in-gdp/
https://climatepower.us/energy-crisis/
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—— SECTION 01 - COST OF LIVING

Cost-of-living is a top concern for Michiganders.

Inflation and the cost of living is a top issue for Michigan voters. Most Michigan voters think the

economy is weakening or in recession. 70 percent of Michigan voters oppose Trump’s trade

policies, as of late June. Michigan shoppers are facing high prices due to Trump’s tariffs.

According to the Detroit Regional Chamber of Commerce, Michigan voters are expressing
concerns about the cost of groceries and the job market, with most saying they are paying more

for groceries, utilities and other staples.

{4
A majority of Michiganders believe Trump’s economy

1S weakening or in recession — and for good reason.

— DETROIT REGIONAL CHAMBER - MAY 2026 VOTER POLL
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https://www.detroitchamber.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Detroit-Regional-Chamber_Glengariff-Group_Michigan-Voter-Poll_May-2026.pdf
https://www.wlns.com/news/politics/michigan-voters-oppose-tariffs/
https://michiganadvance.com/briefs/whitmer-ordered-report-links-trumps-tariffs-to-rising-prices-and-slower-growth-across-michigan/
https://bridgemi.com/business-watch/poll-tariffs-grocery-costs-have-michigan-residents-sweating-economy/
https://bridgemi.com/business-watch/poll-tariffs-grocery-costs-have-michigan-residents-sweating-economy/
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—— SECTION 02 - GROCERIES

The cost of groceries is up.

Michigan families are still paying more at the checkstand under Donald Trump's tariffs and trade
policies. The cost of groceries has been climbing, up 2.7 percent year-over-year and now nearly 30
percent higher than before the pandemic. The pain is concentrated in the staples families buy
every week: ground beef is up more than 12 percent over the year, and coffee has jumped nearly
20 percent since Trump slapped tariffs on Brazil. That squeeze lands hardest in Michigan, where
Detroit households spend a larger share of their income on groceries than any other major U.S.
city, driven by some of the lowest urban wages in the nation, and where grocery prices have risen

27 percent since 2019 while paychecks lag behind.
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https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-price-outlook/summary-findings
https://www.aol.com/articles/grocery-prices-rising-beef-coffee-153245107.html
https://theheartysoul.com/grocery-prices-2026/
https://wallethub.com/edu/cities-where-people-spend-the-most-least-on-groceries/147476
https://www.michigansthumb.com/news/article/michigan-grocery-prices-data-growth-2019-21130948.php
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—— SECTION 03 - HEALTH CARE

Health care costs are up thanks
to Trump & Republicans.

The Trump-GOP big, ugly bill cut $1 trillion from Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act (ACA).
Up to 390,000 Michiganders total are anticipated to lose their health care between 2025 and
2034 because of Trump and Republicans’ changes to Medicaid and the ACA. Already, an
estimated 232,544 Michiganders have already lost their Medicaid, CHIP, or ACA coverage after
Republicans gutted health care - including over 78,000 who have been kicked off of Medicaid
and CHIP. Michigan hospitals are estimated to lose nearly $950 million a year due to Medicaid

cuts alone.
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https://michiganadvance.com/2025/07/07/states-scramble-to-shield-hospitals-from-gop-medicaid-cuts/
https://www.kff.org/uninsured/how-will-the-2025-reconciliation-law-affect-the-uninsured-rate-in-each-state/
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/feature/state-by-state-medicaid-enrollment-data/
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
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—— SECTION 04 - ENERGY

Michigan energy costs skyrocketing.

Since Trump took office in January, household electric bills are up 18 percent and natural gas
prices are up 46 percent. 58 percent of Michiganders believe Trump has made energy prices more
expensive. Longer-term, the average Michigan utility customer will see bills rise by an estimated
$320 annually because of Trump and Republicans’ removal of tax credits for clean energy.
Trump’s policies have killed 375 MW worth of energy supply — enough to power roughly 190,000

Michigan homes.

— Wolverine State gas prices skyrocketing.

Trump’s war in Iran caused gas prices to skyrocket in Michigan, where the average price of gas

went up roughly 60% between January and May — about $534 in additional gasoline spending for

the average Michigan household.
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https://www.eia.gov/electricity/monthly/epm_table_grapher.php?t=table_5_03
https://www.eia.gov/dnav/ng/hist/n3010us3m.htm
https://wghn.com/2026/06/29/epic-mra-poll-shows-presidents-approval-rating-in-michigan-down-to-33/
https://energyinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/OBBBA-impacts-on-Michigan.pdf
https://planetdetroit.org/2025/07/big-beautiful-bill-renewable-energy/
https://www.cmsenergy.com/investor-relations/news-releases/news-release-details/2021/Consumers-Energy-Announces-Three-Solar-Projects-to-Lead-Michigans-Clean-Energy-Transformation/default.aspx
https://www.deadlinedetroit.com/articles/34842/gas_prices_up_20_cents_in_michigan_from_last_week_as_iran_conflict_heats_up
https://patch.com/michigan/across-mi/here-s-how-much-more-mi-drivers-have-paid-gas-iran-war-began
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7b8598c8-7221-48f1-a3e5-fba39d551d50/mi-inflation-fact-sheet.pdf
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—— SECTION 05 - JOBS & INVESTMENT

Job cuts & lost investment.

Trump and Republicans have cut trillions in funding for health care, food aid, and energy
investments. These cuts are estimated to cost Michigan 41,500 total jobs and amount to a loss of
more than $4.5 billion in state GDP. Already, Michigan lost 11,200 manufacturing jobs between
December 2024 and August 2025. Climate Power reports that Michigan has seen nearly 8,000
clean energy jobs canceled or delayed since January 2025, making the state one of the hardest hit

by Trump’s attack on clean energy.
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https://michiganadvance.com/2025/07/02/whitmer-warns-that-medicaid-snap-cuts-in-gop-bill-could-slash-41k-michigan-jobs-4-5b-in-gdp/
https://milmi.org/datasearch/industry-employment-by-sector
https://climatepower.us/energy-crisis/
https://midmichigannow.com/news/local/michigan-among-hardest-hit-by-clean-energy-job-losses-report-finds
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—— SECTION 06 - AUTO INDUSTRY

Auto industry in turmotl.

Trump’s disastrous policy agenda is hurting Michigan’s critical auto industry. In addition to his
tariffs, Trump cancelled hundreds of millions of dollars in Michigan energy investments,

terminating and threatening two dozen grants amounting to nearly $1.2 billion in clean energy

funding for Michigan, devastating the state’s auto industry and halting the state’s pivot to electric

vehicles:

GENERAL MOTORS : DETROIT

Announced that they would be laying off 1,200 workers at their electric vehicle plant in
Detroit and cancelling a $55 million factory that would have created 300 jobs, citing

“decisions” made by the Trump administration.

FORTESCUE - DETROIT

Canceled a $210 million Detroit electric vehicle battery factory that would have created up to
600 jobs, blaming Trump and Republicans’ cuts.

XALT ENERGY - MIDLAND & AUBURN HILLS

Laid off 324 workers and announced it would close two electric vehicle battery plants located
in Midland and Auburn Hills.

GROUPE BENETEAU .- CADILLAC

Is closing its 50-year-old Four Winns boat plant in Cadillac and divesting the Four Winns,
Glastron, and Scarab Jet brands, laying off 239 workers, after its CEO blamed rising fuel costs

tied to Trump’s war with Iran.

GM SUPPLIER - OAKLAND COUNTY

A supplier for General Motors announced it would permanently lay off 143 workers at their
Oakland County plant.
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https://climatepower.us/energy-crisis/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/autos/general-motors/2025/10/29/gm-cutting-hundreds-of-jobs-at-detroit-tennessee-ohio-ev-sites/86962834007/
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/automotive/gm-cancels-hydrogen-program-55m-detroit-plant
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/manufacturing/ev-battery-maker-fortescue-scraps-210m-plant-detroit
https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/xalt-close-midland-factory-eliminate-230-jobs-21131118.php
https://www.9and10news.com/2026/06/16/cadillac-boat-factory-to-close-as-industry-downturn-and-fuel-costs-take-toll/
https://www.crainsgrandrapids.com/manufacturing-logistics/cgr-groupe-beneteau-close-cadillac-plant-sell-four-winns-brands-20260616/
https://marineindustrynews.co.uk/filing-confirms-groupe-beneteau-to-make-over-230-layoffs-in-michigan/
https://www.upjohn.org/research-highlights/rising-energy-costs-and-ev-market-slowdown-drive-michigan-layoff-notices
https://patch.com/michigan/ferndale/metro-detroit-auto-plant-announces-mass-layoffs
https://www.cbsnews.com/detroit/news/avencez-hazel-park-layoffs-december-2025/
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—— SECTION 07 - HOUSING

Michigan’s rousing crunch.

Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer recently signed a package of bills to address Michigan’s

affordable housing crisis. Over the past year, Michigan has been ranked in the bottom half in the
country for affordable housing and the gap between rent and wages has been growing wider in the
state. The Michigan State Housing Development Authority reported a shortage of 119,000
housing units statewide last year. Michigan families have spent $817 more on housing costs such

as rent and mortgage payments since President Trump took office.
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https://www.michigan.gov/mshda/about/press-releases/2026/07/21/whitmer-signs-bills-to-build-homes-and-deliver-on-promises-in-state-of-the-state-address
https://www.michiganpublic.org/economy/2025-07-23/the-gap-between-rent-and-wages-in-michigan-is-widening-according-to-new-report
https://wdet.org/2025/07/22/state-housing-development-authority-releases-new-guide-to-combat-housing-shortage/
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7b8598c8-7221-48f1-a3e5-fba39d551d50/mi-inflation-fact-sheet.pdf
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—— SECTION 08 - SMALL BUSINESS

Small businesses szruggle.

Many small business owners in Michigan, from Detroit to Ann Arbor, say they are struggling with

rising costs. Michigan's farmers, for example, have spent two years struggling to bear the cost of
Trump’s agenda. His trade war collapsed the state's export markets, driving down exports for
wheat, cherries, apples, and soybeans. Trump's war with Iran then shuttered the Strait of Hormuz
and pushed fertilizer costs up 35%, while farm diesel skyrocketed. This spring, nearly half of
Midwest farmers reported they could not afford all the fertilizer their fields needed. Nine
Michigan family farms filed for bankruptcy in 2025.

— Trump’s war on health care hits Wolverine State small businesses hard.

The Trump-GOP effort to rip away ACA tax credits is hitting Michigan’s small businesses
especially hard. Nearly 95,000 small business owners in the state relied on the ACA for coverage

in 2025 — nearly 1 in 5 ACA enrollees in Michigan.
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https://www.detroitchamber.com/detroit-small-businesses-on-fluctuating-tariffs/
https://www.cbsnews.com/detroit/news/ann-arbor-business-owners-say-tariffs-are-driving-up-prices/
https://www.fox2detroit.com/news/trumps-trade-war-hammers-michigan-both-small-large-businesses-feel-effects
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2026/04/02/whitmer-signs-executive-directive-to-assess-tariff-impact-help-businesses-access-refunds
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/exploring-the-impacts-of-tariffs-on-michigan-food-supply-chains
https://ag.purdue.edu/commercialag/home/paer-article/the-iran-conflict-energy-prices-and-u-s-farm-profitability-a-balanced-assessment/
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2026/05/fertilizer-cost-increases-resulting-from-the-iran-conflict.html
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/farm-bureau-survey-reveals-real-impact-of-fertilizer-availability-and-price
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/farm-bureau-survey-reveals-real-impact-of-fertilizer-availability-and-price
https://greatlakesecho.org/2026/02/24/michigan-farmers-face-bankruptcies-other-financial-challenges/
https://www.protectourcare.org/in-the-states-as-premium-hikes-hit-families-protect-our-care-holds-gop-lawmakers-accountable-for-devastating-health-care-cuts/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/5-million-small-business-owners-and-self-employed-workers-likely-enrolled-in-aca
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/state-indicator/effectuated-marketplace-enrollment-and-financial-assistance/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
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—— SECTION 09 - HELP RIPPED AWAY
Help ripped away.
Trump’s budget cuts are ripping away vital assistance for health care, food, and more from

hundreds of thousands of Michiganders.

— Michigan health care costs spike after GOP rips away premium tax credits.

Thanks to Donald Trump and Republicans in Congress, Michiganders who buy health insurance
on their own through the ACA are facing an average premium increase of over 20 percent. Nearly

500,000 people across the state have seen their coverage costs soar 151 percent this year after the

Trump-GOP budget ripped away critical tax credits that make ACA coverage affordable. Already,
nearly 155,000 fewer Michiganders are enrolled in ACA coverage since the passage of the bill.

— Hundreds of thousands are losing food assistance.

Trump and Republicans in Congress cut $187 billion in food assistance, which could leave as
many as 796,000 Michigan residents with reduced or eliminated food aid. These cuts to federal
food aid will harm Michigan’s economy by around $415 million. Already, more than 150,000

Michiganders have lost access to SNAP since the passage of the bill — a 10%-+ drop in enrollment.
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https://www.michigan.gov/difs/-/media/Project/Websites/difs/OIRF/EHB/PDFs/2026_Approved_Rate_Changes.pdf
https://michiganadvance.com/2025/10/23/michigan-senate-panel-examines-health-care-access-woes-with-loss-of-aca-enhanced-credits/
https://bridgemi.com/michigan-health-watch/five-reasons-health-insurance-rates-are-rising-so-much-in-michigan/
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/mapping-the-uneven-burden-of-rising-aca-marketplace-premium-payments-due-to-enhanced-tax-credit-expiration/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/health-insurance-premium-spikes-imminent-as-tax-credit-enhancements-set-to-expire
https://bridgemi.com/michigan-health-watch/michigan-affordable-care-act-marketplace-enrollment-slumps-amid-rising-costs/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/by-the-numbers-harmful-republican-megabill-takes-food-assistance-away-from
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/How-the-Senate-Budget-Reconciliation-SNAP-Proposals-Will-Affect-Families-in-Every-US-State.pdf
https://michiganadvance.com/2026/06/24/current-federal-threats-to-snap-wic-would-exacerbate-hunger-in-michigan/
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/inside-mdhhs/newsroom/2025/08/05/snap-presser
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/snap-tracker-people-are-losing-food-assistance-as-the-republican-megabill
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Working Michiganders
are paying the price.
It’s time to fight back.

Defend America Action is a 501(c)(4) organization dedicated to defending
working families from the destructive policies of the Trump administration

and Congressional Republicans.

Every figure and citation in this report links to its source — from Michigan
state agencies and the Detroit Regional Chamber to Climate Power, KFF,

the Joint Economic Committee, and Michigan’s independent newsrooms.
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