
 



 
 

THE GRAND CANYON STATE AFFORDABILITY CRISIS: ​
Trump and Republicans Ignore Skyrocketing Costs, Deepening 

Affordability Crisis & Ripping Away Help From Arizona 

Families 

 

One year into Donald Trump’s second term in the White House, his destructive policies have 

ripped away Arizonans’ economic security. Trump’s agenda is hurting the local economy in all 

areas, from his disastrous tariff regime to massive cuts to government funding, and the 

Trump-GOP Big, Ugly Bill, stoking a dire affordability crisis in the state. 

 

Inflation and the cost of living are the top concerns for most Arizona residents – and for good 

reason. 360,000 Arizonans stand to lose their health care as a result of the Trump-GOP budget, 

food prices are up, and hundreds of thousands of Arizona households are now severely behind 

on their utility bills as rates go through the roof. Trump has jeopardized $3.6 billion in Arizona 

energy investments, costing the state nearly 9,000 jobs, and has ripped away hundreds of 

millions of dollars in federal funding for health care and food aid. Small business owners are 

sounding the alarm about higher costs and health care premium hikes, demanding relief from 

Trump’s tariffs. Likewise, Arizona schools are struggling amid Trump and DOGE’s budget cuts 

and higher costs, with at least 12 Arizona school districts voting to close 22 schools in the past 

year alone. 

 

Throughout Trump’s second term, the President and Republicans in Congress have worked in 

lock-step to reward their rich and powerful friends at the expense of everyone else. They are 

obliterating the economic security of millions across the country, and working families are the 

ones paying the price. 

 

That is why state leaders like ourselves are coming together to highlight what President Trump 

has done to hurt Arizona families across our great state and to fight back against this reckless 

administration. We hope you will join us in standing up to Trump and his agenda, which is 

skyrocketing costs across the Grand Canyon State. 
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●​ COST-OF-LIVING IS ARIZONANS’ TOP CONCERN: Nearly two-thirds of 

Americans say Trump has not gone far enough in trying to reduce the price of everyday 

goods, and a majority say that Trump’s policies have worsened economic conditions in 

the country. Arizona residents are facing high prices due to Trump’s economic policies, 

and migration to Arizona is slowing for the first time in decades, driven in 

part by the rising cost of living in the state, according to a Phoenix-based pollster.  

 

○​ A recent poll conducted by UnidosUS found that 56 percent of Arizona 

Latino voters rated the cost of living and inflation as their top issue. 

They rated housing costs, including rising rents and utility bills, as their 

second-most important issue, and seven in 10 Arizona Latino voters 

believe President Trump and congressional Republicans are not 

focusing enough on improving the economy. 

 

●​ FOOD COSTS ARE UP: Food costs are rising nationwide thanks to Donald Trump’s 

tariffs and America-last trade policies – especially in Arizona. Tucson is seeing higher 

food prices, and the Community Food Bank of Southern Arizona has experienced a rise 

in demand over the past few months. Even fast food prices have increased significantly; 

Arizona has seen the most dramatic decline in takeout affordability, with local rates 

nearly 21 percent higher than the national average. In 2023, takeout was just 1 

percent higher than the national average. 

 

●​ ARIZONA HEALTH CARE COSTS ARE UP THANKS TO TRUMP & 

REPUBLICANS: The Trump-GOP Big, Ugly Bill cuts $1 trillion from Medicaid and the 

Affordable Care Act (ACA). As many as 360,000 Arizonans stand to lose their health 

care because of Trump and Republicans’ deep health care cuts.  

 

○​ Arizona hospitals are estimated to lose $709 million a year due to Medicaid cuts 

alone. Arizona already requested $1 billion from the federal government to shore 

up rural health care in anticipation of slashed budgets and was awarded just 16 

percent of the requested funding, receiving the sixth-lowest award 

despite facing the eighth-highest funding cut. 

 

○​ The Trump-GOP plan to rip away ACA tax credits will hit Arizona small 

businesses especially hard. Over 70,000 small business owners in the state 

rely on the ACA for coverage – 1 in 6 ACA enrollees in Arizona. 87 percent of 

small business owners reportedly wanted Congress to permanently extend ACA 

tax credits. 

 

○​ A recent poll conducted by UnidosUS found that Arizona Latino voters rated 

health care costs, including rising monthly premiums and co-pays, as a 

top-five issue. 

https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/16/politics/trump-economy-first-year-cnn-poll
https://www.azfamily.com/2026/01/15/some-arizona-shoppers-face-sticker-shock-with-rising-grocery-prices/
https://www.cfr.org/article/consumers-should-brace-themselves-higher-food-prices
https://san.com/cc/high-costs-have-more-arizonans-heading-for-exits-after-years-of-rapid-growth/
https://unidosus.org/press-releases/arizona-poll-82-percent-want-stronger-checks-on-presidency-nearly-half-latino-voters-fear-political-violence/
https://www.nbcnews.com/data-graphics/grocery-price-tracker-inflation-trends-eggs-bread-trump-administration-rcna239569
https://www.azfamily.com/2026/01/15/some-arizona-shoppers-face-sticker-shock-with-rising-grocery-prices/
https://www.kjzz.org/politics/2025-11-17/mayes-arizona-small-business-owners-call-on-lawmakers-for-financial-relief-from-tariffs
https://www.kjzz.org/politics/2025-11-17/mayes-arizona-small-business-owners-call-on-lawmakers-for-financial-relief-from-tariffs
https://azbigmedia.com/business/arizona-sees-highest-takeout-price-increases-in-the-u-s-study-finds/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/071525.htm
https://crh.arizona.edu/news/trump-administrations-rural-health-aid-falls-short-arizona
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-98mrR0tDs77D_bhDdqi3FDfk3iFLq71HiKCbzWUObKpAGdSDyi_kNjo5MmWTB315pKTLbfAqzjxumh6gVGlBZLCaea0UMzn54o3V01_TFz7wmkSD0&_hsmi=370317437&utm_content=370317437&utm_source=hs_email
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2025/11/05/hobbs-seeks-1b-federal-aid-to-bolster-rural-arizona-health-care/
https://www.azmed.org/news/717614/Arizona-Receives-167-Million-in-Federal-Rural-Health-Funding.htm
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/allocating-cbos-estimates-of-federal-medicaid-spending-reductions-and-enrollment-loss-across-the-states/
https://azeconcenter.org/many-arizona-small-businesses-and-self-employed-workers-could-lose-affordable-health-insurance-if-enhanced-premium-tax-credits-are-allowed-to-expire/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/5-million-small-business-owners-and-self-employed-workers-likely-enrolled-in-aca
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/state-indicator/marketplace-enrollment/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://irp.cdn-website.com/b4559992/files/uploaded/2025+Healthcare+Crisis+Survey+The+Cliff+Facing+Americas+Small+Businesses.pdf
https://unidosus.org/press-releases/arizona-poll-82-percent-want-stronger-checks-on-presidency-nearly-half-latino-voters-fear-political-violence/


 
 

 

●​ ARIZONA ENERGY COSTS SKYROCKETING: Since Trump took office in January, 

household electric bills are up 13 percent nationwide, meaning the cost of utilities is 

rising nearly five times faster than inflation overall. Arizona already has one of the 

highest average monthly utility bills at $289, and Climate Power estimates that 

electricity bills in Arizona are rising by around $240 annually. 161,000 Arizona 

households are now severely behind on their utility bills, as bills have jumped 

by over 50 percent since 2022. APS, Arizona’s largest electricity provider, is pushing for a 

14 percent rate hike, which would add around $20 to customers’ monthly electric bills. 

Arizona’s second-largest electricity provider, Salt River Project, hiked rates for 1.1 million 

Arizona customers in November. Tucson Electric Power, which serves nearly 500,000 

Arizona customers, is also seeking a 14 percent rate hike, effective September 2026. 

 

●​ JOB LOSSES & LOST INVESTMENT IN ARIZONA: Trump has threatened 

billions of dollars in Arizona energy investments, cancelling, delaying, and 

forcing layoffs at seven energy-related projects amounting to over $3.6 billion in funding 

for the state. Worse still, nearly 9,000 jobs in Arizona have been lost or delayed due to 

the Trump-GOP cuts. Trump cut clean energy investments in the state even as three 

out of four Arizona voters say the state should implement more clean energy 

policies to meet rising electricity demand, while data centers and high-tech chip plants 

crop up across the Arizona desert amid President Trump’s AI push. 

 

●​ ARIZONA SMALL BUSINESSES ARE SUFFERING: Trump’s tariffs are 

disproportionately hurting small businesses in Arizona, which is home to over 678,000 

small businesses. Arizona farmers, particularly local cotton farmers, are struggling 

with Trump’s tariffs and took a major financial hit in 2025. Small business owners in the 

state are now pressing local lawmakers for financial relief from losses and disruptions 

stemming from Trump’s tariffs. 

 

○​ A survey conducted by the U.S. Hispanic Business Council found that around 

43 percent of Hispanic business owners in Arizona rated their current 

economic situation as “impossible” or “struggling,” while under 40 

percent are merely “surviving,” and just 18 percent are “thriving.” The President 

and CEO of the Arizona Hispanic Chamber of Commerce said, “We certainly do 

sense that our members — our clients in Arizona and across the country — feel a 

sense of betrayal by this administration.” 

 

○​ Arizona’s Democratic Attorney General Kris Mayes recently appeared before the 

U.S. Supreme Court to challenge Trump’s sweeping tariffs. She argued before the 

Court that tariffs are hurting small businesses by effectively forcing Americans to 

pay an average 17.5 percent national sales tax. 

 

https://www.eia.gov/electricity/monthly/epm_table_grapher.php?t=table_5_03
https://tcf.org/content/commentary/fueling-debt-how-rising-utility-costs-are-overwhelming-american-families/
https://climatepower.us/energy-crisis/
https://www.azfamily.com/2025/11/19/report-more-than-5-arizona-households-severely-overdue-utility-bills/
https://azag.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cc1fad182b6d6f8b1e352e206&id=cb137d4971&e=9153ff6c96
https://www.azfamily.com/2025/06/17/aps-applies-raise-arizona-electricity-rates-by-14-beginning-next-year/
https://www.azag.gov/press-release/attorney-general-mayes-granted-intervention-oppose-outrageous-aps-rate-hike-request#:~:text=If%20APS'%20~14%25%20rate,of%20Arizona%20consumers%20and%20businesses.
https://www.azcentral.com/story/money/business/energy/2025/11/03/salt-river-project-customers-rate-hike-higher-bills/86995980007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z11xx45p118450c118450d00----v11xx45d--56--b--56--&gca-ft=175&gca-ds=sophi
https://www.kgun9.com/news/local-news/az-attorney-general-promises-rate-fight-with-tep
https://www.tucsonspotlight.org/tucson-residents-push-back-on-teps-proposed-rate-increase/
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2025/12/18/trump-left-clean-energy-behind-arizona-cant-afford-to-follow-him/
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2025/12/18/trump-left-clean-energy-behind-arizona-cant-afford-to-follow-him/
https://climatepower.us/energy-crisis/
https://climatepower.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/DOE-10_7-Grant-Terminations-Toplines-RES-2025_10_15.pdf
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2025/12/19/poll-arizonans-support-clean-energy-to-improve-health-air-quality-and-keep-bills-affordable/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/12/10/politics/data-center-arizona-kyrsten-sinema-trump
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2025/11/21/tariffs-spell-disaster-for-arizona-small-businesses/
https://advocacy.sba.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Arizona.pdf
https://www.12news.com/article/news/politics/national-politics/tariffs-hurt-arizona-cotton-industry-heres-why/75-d4d5736e-ad16-4d09-9d40-3a222b482ea7
https://azpbs.org/horizon/2025/11/american-farmers-struggle-trump-tariffs-affect-on-arizona/
https://www.kjzz.org/politics/2025-11-17/mayes-arizona-small-business-owners-call-on-lawmakers-for-financial-relief-from-tariffs
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/01/14/latino-voters-powered-trumps-comeback-now-theyre-turning-on-his-economy-00726548?utm_source=mp-cricket
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/01/14/latino-voters-powered-trumps-comeback-now-theyre-turning-on-his-economy-00726548
https://pro.stateaffairs.com/az/yellow-sheet/courts/kris-mayes-supreme-court-tariffs
https://www.azfamily.com/2025/11/06/supreme-court-hears-challenge-trump-tariffs-arizona-businesses-struggle/


 
 

●​ ARIZONA SCHOOLS IN CRISIS: Arizona schools are struggling amid Trump and 

DOGE’s budget cuts and higher costs. Across the state, school districts are closing 

schools to address budget shortfalls as public funding dwindles, enrollment declines, 

and housing costs rise. At least 12 Arizona school districts have voted to close 22 

schools in the past year in Phoenix, Scottsdale, Tucson, Peoria, Gilbert, Tempe, 

Chandler, and more. 

 

○​ Earlier last year, the Trump administration withheld approximately $132 

million in federal grants to Arizona public schools, including funding 

related to migrant education, effective instruction, English language acquisition, 

student support and academic enrichment, and community learning centers – 

leaving schools mired in chaos and uncertainty. The full funding was only 

released after the school year began, following a lawsuit against the Trump 

administration by Arizona’s Democratic Attorney General. 

 

○​ Arizona teachers are struggling amid high costs. A recent survey found 

that Arizona teachers are bearing the third-highest classroom supply costs in the 

nation this school year, spending an average of $1,581 per year out of pocket. 

Some Arizona school districts are even building tiny affordable homes on school 

property to help recruit and retain teachers. 

 

●​ HELP RIPPED AWAY: Trump’s budget cuts are ripping away vital assistance for 

health care, food, and more from hundreds of thousands of Arizonans.  

 

○​ Thanks to Donald Trump and Republicans in Congress, Arizonans who buy 

health insurance on their own through the Affordable Care Act are facing an 

average premium increase of 29 percent for 2026. 370,000 people 

across the state are seeing their coverage costs at least double on average this 

year. About 70,000 fewer Arizonans have signed up for health insurance 

through the ACA this year after the Trump-GOP budget ripped away critical tax 

credits that make ACA coverage affordable – nearly 17 percent fewer than in 

2025. All six of Arizona’s Republican congressmen voted against extending the 

ACA tax credits, ensuring premiums would spike. 

 

○​ Trump and Republicans in Congress cut $187 billion in food assistance, which 

helps give nearly 800,000 Arizonans access to food, including around 350,000 

children. These cuts leave an estimated 124,000 Arizona families at risk 

of losing their food aid and leave Arizona without $806 million in annual 

federal funds.  

 

https://azmirror.com/briefs/arizona-joins-24-states-suing-trump-over-6-8-billion-education-funding-freeze/
https://azmirror.com/briefs/arizona-joins-24-states-suing-trump-over-6-8-billion-education-funding-freeze/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-education/2025/12/22/arizona-school-districts-closing-schools-in-2026/87847179007/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-education/2025/12/22/arizona-school-districts-closing-schools-in-2026/87847179007/
https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/arizona/research/education/closures
https://www.kjzz.org/education/2024-12-08/roosevelt-school-district-will-close-these-5-south-phoenix-schools
https://www.scottsdale.org/city_news/two-more-scottsdale-schools-likely-to-close/article_2ad9a580-4a11-473d-9717-d5e2b0fffc74.html
https://www.kold.com/2026/01/14/amphi-votes-close-four-elementary-schools/
https://www.12news.com/article/news/investigations/i-team/education-impact/2-peoria-union-elementary-schools-could-close-leaving-parents-and-students-in-limbo-arizona/75-39cae810-e928-446a-bc00-7d863f8a1dd9
https://ktar.com/arizona-education/school-closure-peoria-gilbert/5802117/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/tempe-education/2025/12/18/kyrene-school-district-to-close-6-schools-by-2028/87807071007/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/tempe-education/2025/12/18/kyrene-school-district-to-close-6-schools-by-2028/87807071007/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5EDeUTJM8Mk
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/blog/states-face-uncertainty-k-12-funding-remains-unreleased#:~:text=An%20estimated%20total%20of%20$6.2,difficult%20cuts%20to%20critical%20programs.
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/blog/states-face-uncertainty-k-12-funding-remains-unreleased#:~:text=An%20estimated%20total%20of%20$6.2,difficult%20cuts%20to%20critical%20programs.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnFUkNDefnU
https://www.azag.gov/press-release/attorney-general-mayes-secures-full-relief-arizona-schools-lawsuit-challenging
https://www.couponbirds.com/research/back-to-school-expenses-2025
https://www.fox10phoenix.com/news/arizona-school-district-builds-tiny-homes-keep-teachers-classrooms
https://www.fox10phoenix.com/news/arizona-school-district-builds-tiny-homes-keep-teachers-classrooms
https://azbigmedia.com/business/arizona-health-insurance-costs-spike-29for-2026/
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/state-indicator/average-monthly-advance-premium-tax-credit-aptc/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/mapping-the-uneven-burden-of-rising-aca-marketplace-premium-payments-due-to-enhanced-tax-credit-expiration/
https://www.fox6now.com/news/aca-health-insurance-subsidies-expire-wisconsin
https://www.azfamily.com/2025/11/10/one-more-setback-arizonans-concerned-about-potential-health-insurance-rate-hike/
https://azmirror.com/briefs/arizona-aca-health-insurance-enrollment-plummets-as-premiums-soar-without-enhanced-subsidies/
https://ktar.com/arizona-news/arizona-republicans-vote-no-health/5804040/
https://www.kold.com/2025/12/13/health-care-costs-arizonans-expected-rise-aca-subsidies-expire/
https://azmirror.com/2025/12/17/trumps-health-care-plan-for-2026-pay-even-more-get-even-less-unless-youre-a-billionaire/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/by-the-numbers-harmful-republican-megabill-takes-food-assistance-away-from
https://des.az.gov/sites/default/files/dl/dbme-statistical_bulletin-10-2025.pdf
https://www.kjzz.org/politics/2025-11-28/124-000-arizonans-at-risk-of-losing-snap-over-work-requirement-changes
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/senate-agriculture-committees-revised-work-requirement-would-risk-taking
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2025/jun/how-medicaid-snap-cutbacks-one-big-beautiful-bill-trigger-job-losses-states

