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LOVE TAX 

Americans Plan on Spending More Than Ever On 

Valentine’s Day As Trump’s Tariffs Spike Prices 

of Chocolate, Flowers, and a Night Out​
  

 

On February 14th, millions of Americans will celebrate their love and affection for each other. A 

majority of Americans in relationships are planning on celebrating Valentine’s Day this year, 

and most are expecting President Trump’s tariffs and inflation to make celebrating more 

expensive than ever before. One in four say they may take on debt for Valentine’s Day this year – 

and Americans have good reason to be weary of yet another high-priced holiday in Donald 

Trump’s America.  

 

Since most U.S. flowers are imported, Trump’s tariffs have raised the price of a bouquet, 

especially roses. Likewise, chocolate prices have surged over the past year. Most Americans 

expect a night out to be the most expensive part of Valentine’s Day, with dinner and a romantic 

movie for two in key states costing up to $150 on average this year. Meanwhile, as Americans 

pinch pennies and swallow higher costs, Trump has continued to spew blatant lies denying 

rising costs. He and Republicans in Congress are spending billions bailing out their allies, 

building lavish monuments, and handing out tax breaks to billionaires, as Americans continue 

to face higher prices with fewer resources, even during holidays.  

https://www.nytimes.com/live/2026/01/27/us/trump-news
https://www.politico.eu/article/us-state-department-threaten-uk-probe-elon-musk-x-grok/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/03/us/trump-white-house-ballroom-rendering.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-arch-dca-airport-flight-path/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/


 
​
Trump’s Tariffs Are Making Valentine’s Day 2026 More 

Expensive Than Ever 

 

●​ 83% of Americans planning on celebrating Valentine’s Day this year plan on 

purchasing a gift for a significant other – even though nearly a majority of Americans 

in relationships say inflation has made gifts harder to afford.  

 

 

 

➔​ One in four surveyed said they may take on debt for Valentine’s Day this 

year. 

 

➔​ Americans are expecting to spend more than ever this Valentine’s 

Day at $200 per person, with the National Retail Federation expecting 

consumers to increase their spending by nearly 6% compared to last year.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lendingtree.com/credit-cards/study/valentines-spending/
https://www.lendingtree.com/credit-cards/study/valentines-spending/
https://www.retaildive.com/news/the-weekly-closeout-valentines-day-spending-merit-raise-prices-dicks-winter-olympics/810916/
https://nrf.com/media-center/press-releases/valentine-s-day-spending-expected-to-reach-new-records


 
●​ 41% of Americans celebrating Valentine’s Day this year plan on purchasing flowers, 

even as Trump’s tariffs have raised the price of a bouquet, especially roses. 

 

 

➔​ More than 85% of U.S. cut flowers are imported, and 97% of U.S. floral 

importers are small businesses. 

 

➔​ Trump’s tariffs have made importing flowers more expensive across 

the U.S. floral industry. Trump’s economic policies are raising input costs for 

florists and scrambled global supply chains, and his de minimus policy has 

complicated shipping conditions – and shipping alone can account for up to 

30% of the final retail price of a bouquet. In addition, the prices of vases and 

ribbon have increased under Trump’s tariffs. Rising costs are forcing local 

florists to close storefronts and prompting local papers to publish discount 

buying guides. 

 

➔​ Roses, a longtime Valentine’s Day staple, are among the  imported flowers 

hardest hit by Trump’s tariffs, with some florists reporting cost increases of 

up to a dollar or more per stem. The national average for a dozen roses 

this Valentine’s Day is $90.50, with some states like Texas facing prices as high 

as $110. 

 

 

 

https://nrf.com/media-center/press-releases/valentine-s-day-spending-expected-to-reach-new-records
https://chicago.suntimes.com/money/2025/09/01/tariffs-business-chicago-florists
https://chicago.suntimes.com/money/2025/09/01/tariffs-business-chicago-florists
https://www.livingflowers.com/florists-face-a-hard-reset-as-costs-rise-and-delivery-models-strain-small-shops/
https://www.livingflowers.com/florists-face-a-hard-reset-as-costs-rise-and-delivery-models-strain-small-shops/
https://party.alibaba.com/valentine/why-do-rose-prices-go-up-around-valentines-day#:~:text=In%20addition%20to%20demand%20spikes,grown%2C%20harvested%2C%20and%20shipped.
https://party.alibaba.com/valentine/why-do-rose-prices-go-up-around-valentines-day#:~:text=In%20addition%20to%20demand%20spikes,grown%2C%20harvested%2C%20and%20shipped.
https://www.livingflowers.com/florists-face-a-hard-reset-as-costs-rise-and-delivery-models-strain-small-shops/
https://www.livingflowers.com/florists-face-a-hard-reset-as-costs-rise-and-delivery-models-strain-small-shops/
https://www.wcpo.com/money/consumer/dont-waste-your-money/valentines-flowers-on-a-budget-window-for-lower-prices-is-closing-fast
https://www.wcpo.com/money/consumer/dont-waste-your-money/valentines-flowers-on-a-budget-window-for-lower-prices-is-closing-fast
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/rose-cost-valentines-day-2025/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/money/2025/09/01/tariffs-business-chicago-florists
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/rose-cost-valentines-day-2025/


 
 

●​ A majority (56%) of Americans celebrating Valentine’s Day this year plan to purchase 

candy, even as chocolate prices have surged 19% over the past year, pushing 

producers to shrink portion sizes and raise prices for American consumers. ​
 

 

 

➔​ Trump’s tariffs are adding upward pressure to the price of chocolate in the U.S. 

ahead of Valentine’s Day. Prices for 39 popular Valentine’s Day chocolate 

brands rose an average of nearly 12% year-over-year, according to 

LendingTree. 

 

➔​ Small chocolatiers, from Nebraska to North Carolina to Maine, are struggling 

to absorb Trump’s tariffs as individual importers face hefty tariff bills.  

 

 

https://nrf.com/media-center/press-releases/valentine-s-day-spending-expected-to-reach-new-records
https://data.bls.gov/dataViewer/view/timeseries/WPU02550301
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8r360jyg5lo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cz0n8eygdp7o
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/me/maine/business/2025/12/19/festive-food-rise-increase-prices
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/food/2026/02/03/chocolate-prices-valentines-day/stories/202601290109
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/08/22/chocolate-set-to-get-more-expensive-but-2026-outlook-looks-sweeter.html
https://www.lendingtree.com/credit-cards/study/valentines-spending/
https://www.wral.com/news/local/trump-administration-lifts-cocoa-tariffs-raleigh-business-awaits-relief-december-2025/
https://www.wral.com/news/local/trump-administration-lifts-cocoa-tariffs-raleigh-business-awaits-relief-december-2025/
https://www.mainepublic.org/business-and-economy/2025-12-23/chocolatiers-in-maine-are-still-struggling-with-prices-despite-the-relief-in-cocoa-tariffs
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/video/investigations/consumer/tariffs-chocolate-consumer/3952367/?amp=1


 
 

●​ Nearly 40% of Americans celebrating Valentine’s Day are planning an evening out. 

This year, most Americans expect a night out to be the most expensive part of 

Valentine’s Day.  

 

 

➔​ The average cost* of a steak dinner for two and catching a romantic movie in 

key states this Valentine’s Day ranges from $125 to nearly $150: 

 

◆​ Pennsylvania (Philadelphia Suburbs-Bensalem): $146.98 

($80.60 for dinner, $66.38 for a movie) 

◆​ Arizona (Phoenix): $136.31 ($80.96 for dinner, $55.35 for a movie) 

◆​ North Carolina (Raleigh-Durham): $132.48 ($66.66 for dinner, 

$65.82 for a movie) 

◆​ Georgia (Savannah): $131.21 ($66.76 for dinner, $64.45 for a 

movie) 

◆​ Wisconsin (Milwaukee Suburbs-West 

Milwaukee/Wauwatosa): $130.90 ($68.04 for dinner, $62.86 for a 

movie) 

◆​ Nevada (Las Vegas): $130.30 ($69.28 for dinner, $61.02 for a 

movie) 

◆​ Michigan (Detroit Suburbs-Livonia): $124.38 ($72.54 for dinner, 

$51.84 for a movie) 

 

 

*Steak dinner based on the price of two 12oz ribeye steak dinners, each with a side of mashed potatoes, a 

side of broccoli, and a fountain drink, with a 20% tip at a local Applebee’s; movie based on the price of two 

tickets to Wuthering Heights with a large popcorn and two large fountain drinks at the local AMC. 

https://nrf.com/media-center/press-releases/valentine-s-day-spending-expected-to-reach-new-records
https://www.abc57.com/news/diving-into-valentine-s-day-spending-and-chocolate-prices

