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THE BADGER STATE AFFORDABILITY CRISIS:
Trump and Republicans Ignore Deepening

Affordability Crisis and Rip Away Help As Costs
Skyrocket For Wisconsin Families

Donald Trump’s destructive policies are ripping away Wisconsinites’ economic security.
Between his massive cuts to government spending, the Trump-GOP Big, Ugly Bill, and his
disastrous tariff regime, Trump’s agenda is hurting the local economy in all areas, stoking a dire
affordability crisis as food prices, energy bills, health care costs, and housing costs spike.

The vast majority of Wisconsin residents are concerned about inflation and the cost of living —
and for good reason. Over a quarter of a million residents stand to lose their health care as a
result of the Trump-GOP budget, local restaurants are closing amid high operating costs, and
electricity bills in the state have shot up. Trump has cancelled $1.5 billion dollars in Wisconsin
energy investments, costing the state an estimated 8,000 jobs. Housing has become increasingly
unaffordable for buyers and renters alike, with home prices rising twice as fast as wages.
Meanwhile, Badger State farmers are facing financial ruin due to Trump’s trade wars, Argentina
bailout, and massive deportation scheme.

Throughout Trump’s second term, the President and Republicans in Congress have worked in
lock-step to reward their rich and powerful friends at the expense of everyone else. They are
obliterating the economic security of millions across the country, and working families are the
ones paying the price.

That is why state leaders like ourselves are coming together to highlight what President Trump
has done to hurt Wisconsin families across our great state and to fight back against this reckless
administration. We hope you will join us in standing up to Trump and his agenda, which is
skyrocketing costs across the Badger State.
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COST-OF-LIVING IS WISCONSINITES’ TOP CONCERN: Wisconsin residents
are facing high prices due to Trump’s tariffs. A recent Marquette Law School poll found
that Wisconsin voters listed inflation and the cost of living as their most important
issues. 95 percent of Wisconsin voters are concerned about inflation and the
cost of living, with 69 percent saying they are “very concerned.” The same poll found
that 89 percent of Wisconsin voters are worried about jobs and the economy,
with 53 percent saying they are “very concerned.” Similarly, a January poll by the
Institute for Reforming Government found that cost of living was the top concern for
Wisconsin voters.

THE COST OF GROCERIES IS UP: Food costs are rising nationwide thanks to
Donald Trump’s tariffs and America-last trade policies — especially in Wisconsin. As a
survey by the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel found: “President Trump said prices would
start falling shortly after he took office in January 2025, and in recent months said his
administration is bringing down some prices and slowing inflation. But lower prices have
not been seen in Milwaukee area grocery stores.”

WISCONSIN HEALTH CARE COSTS ARE UP THANKS TO TRUMP &
REPUBLICANS: The Trump-GOP Big, Ugly Bill cuts $1 trillion from Medicaid and the
Affordable Care Act (ACA). 270,000 Wisconsinites stand to lose their health care
because of Trump and Republicans’ changes to Medicaid and the ACA. Wisconsin
hospitals are estimated to lose $264.6 million a year due to Medicaid cuts alone.
Wisconsin already requested $1 billion from the federal government to shore up rural
health care in anticipation of slashed budgets and received just 20 percent of the
requested funding.

- The Trump-GOP plan to rip away ACA tax credits will hit Badger State small
businesses especially hard. Over 55,000 small business owners in the
state rely on the ACA for coverage — more than 1 in 6 ACA enrollees in
Wisconsin — and 87 percent of small business owners reportedly want Congress
to permanently extend ACA tax credits.

- Arecent Marquette Law School poll found that 87 percent of Wisconsin
voters are concerned about health insurance.



https://www.usatoday.com/.cam/sso?lookup=vault1&local=XPdQnn%2FgP0GmDS9H8y2UX3T0Itjr7iprgBnBbJery4YfcDuBAhb6%2Fe206sqYp1TU6pBslR3Wd%2BxeGm5vm%2BIX5PlxkixbBsppvjMauY4ZWYucuNxZgoSYUd8sXb2jUqJ83R4XZOoDgtSf1rzPdZxP40P6YdzsokYtC9LaJylCqFLxzzy%2B1VJW5CC3U0Xjb3%2BymKxnxetmAP6rI7gIRMPapzRAgHN1sKCyW2LzrzQQMyo%3D
https://wisconsinindependent.com/economy/us-tariffs-are-having-an-uneven-effect-on-holiday-prices-and-purchases/
https://law.marquette.edu/poll/2025/10/29/new-marquette-law-school-poll-finds-large-majority-of-wisconsin-voters-not-yet-tuned-in-to-who-is-running-in-major-2026-elections/
https://law.marquette.edu/poll/2025/10/29/new-marquette-law-school-poll-finds-large-majority-of-wisconsin-voters-not-yet-tuned-in-to-who-is-running-in-major-2026-elections/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/4411716/irg-wisconsin-voters-top-concern-is-affordability/
https://www.nbcnews.com/data-graphics/grocery-price-tracker-inflation-trends-eggs-bread-trump-administration-rcna239569
https://www.jsonline.com/story/money/business/2025/12/29/area-shoppers-feeling-impact-of-cost-increases-as-election-year-begins/87455994007/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/071525.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/fed-reconciliation-082825.pdf
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-98mrR0tDs77D_bhDdqi3FDfk3iFLq71HiKCbzWUObKpAGdSDyi_kNjo5MmWTB315pKTLbfAqzjxumh6gVGlBZLCaea0UMzn54o3V01_TFz7wmkSD0&_hsmi=370317437&utm_content=370317437&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/110625.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/123025.htm
https://wisconsinindependent.com/economy/wisconsin-small-business-owners-fear-loss-of-affordable-care-act-subsidies/
https://www.tmj4.com/news/ozaukee-county/small-business-owner-preparing-for-financial-hardships-as-health-insurance-premiums-skyrocket#google_vignette
https://www.wpr.org/health/aca-cliff-wisconsin-small-business-owners-employees-struggle-affordable-health-care
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/5-million-small-business-owners-and-self-employed-workers-likely-enrolled-in-aca
https://irp.cdn-website.com/b4559992/files/uploaded/2025+Healthcare+Crisis+Survey+The+Cliff+Facing+Americas+Small+Businesses.pdf
https://law.marquette.edu/poll/2025/10/29/new-marquette-law-school-poll-finds-large-majority-of-wisconsin-voters-not-yet-tuned-in-to-who-is-running-in-major-2026-elections/
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WISCONSIN ENERGY COSTS SKYROCKETING: Since Trump took office in
January, household electric bills are up 13 percent, meaning the cost of utilities is rising
more than four times as fast as inflation overall. Climate Power estimates that
electricity bills in the state have also risen by around $385 annually, among
the highest spikes in the nation. Average utility bills have increased twice as fast as
inflation for We Energies customers, which serves 1.1 million electricity customers in the
state, and state regulators recently approved rate hikes for three of Wisconsin’s largest
utility providers.

JOB LOSSES & LOST INVESTMENT IN WISCONSIN: Trump has cancelled
billions of dollars in Wisconsin energy investments, terminating over 600 grants
amounting to $1.5 billion in energy-related funding for the state, including hundreds of
millions in funding for Wisconsin-based companies and institutions like Honeywell,
Harley Davidson, Kohler, the University of Wisconsin, and more. An estimated 1,000
jobs in Wisconsin were expected to be supported by these cancelled grants. These cuts
come as labor force participation is softening and manufacturing is cooling across
Wisconsin.

HOUSING CRUNCH: A recent Marquette Law School poll found that 8o percent of
Wisconsin voters are concerned about the affordability of housing, with 53 percent
saying they are very concerned. The median price of a home in Wisconsin has
risen 120 percent over the past decade, more than twice as fast as Badger State
incomes have risen during the same timeframe. Last year, Realtor.com rated Wisconsin’s
housing market a C+ due to slow homebuilding growth and a widening gap between
demand and available housing supply. Newly constructed homes cater to the
wealthiest Wisconsinites, costing around 40 percent more than older homes on
average. Cities in Wisconsin are preparing for the housing shortage to worsen, with
Madison needing 15,000 more homes than currently planned by the end of the decade to
keep up. In Superior, rent prices have increased by 30 percent in just four years.



https://www.eia.gov/electricity/monthly/epm_table_grapher.php?t=table_5_03
https://climatepower.us/energy-crisis/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/money/business/2025/12/29/area-shoppers-feeling-impact-of-cost-increases-as-election-year-begins/87455994007/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/money/business/2025/12/29/area-shoppers-feeling-impact-of-cost-increases-as-election-year-begins/87455994007/
https://www.we-energies.com/payment-bill/wi-electric
https://www.wpr.org/news/state-regulators-approve-rate-hikes-for-3-wisconsin-utilities
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2025/10/16/tony-evers-asks-trump-to-restore-climate-grants-to-wisconsin-companies/86722408007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z116742p001150c001150d00----v116742d--46--b--46--&gca-ft=203&gca-ds=sophi
https://vernonreporter.com/gov-evers-writes-to-trump-administration-to-stop-termination-of-1-5-billion-in-funding-for-energy-projects/#:~:text=In%20Wisconsin%20alone%2C%20Wisconsinites%20will,%E2%80%93%20$1.5%20million
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2025/10/15/file_attachments/3424091/10142025_signed%20GTE_Funding%20terminations%20letter%20to%20US%20DOE.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2025/10/15/file_attachments/3424091/10142025_signed%20GTE_Funding%20terminations%20letter%20to%20US%20DOE.pdf
https://climatepower.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/DOE-10_7-Grant-Terminations-Toplines-RES-2025_10_15.pdf
https://climatepower.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/DOE-10_7-Grant-Terminations-Toplines-RES-2025_10_15.pdf
https://www.wpr.org/news/unemployment-high-nationwide-aging-agriculture-wisconsin
https://www.wpr.org/news/unemployment-high-nationwide-aging-agriculture-wisconsin
https://law.marquette.edu/poll/2025/10/29/new-marquette-law-school-poll-finds-large-majority-of-wisconsin-voters-not-yet-tuned-in-to-who-is-running-in-major-2026-elections/
https://wisconsinwatch.org/2025/10/wisconsin-faces-a-housing-affordability-crisis-heres-how-lawmakers-and-candidates-for-governor-plan-to-address-it/
https://www.realtor.com/research/state-report-cards-2025/
https://www.constructionowners.com/news/wisconsin-faces-housing-crunch-as-evers-pushes-bipartisan-fixes
https://www.constructionowners.com/news/wisconsin-faces-housing-crunch-as-evers-pushes-bipartisan-fixes
https://www.constructionowners.com/news/wisconsin-faces-housing-crunch-as-evers-pushes-bipartisan-fixes
https://www.wmtv15news.com/2025/05/14/wi-leaders-discuss-ways-combat-affordable-housing-crisis/
https://www.cityofmadison.com/dpced/community-development/housing/housing-tracker
https://www.northernnewsnow.com/2025/08/13/housing-crisis-across-wisconsin-draws-federal-attention-sen-baldwin/
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e WISCONSIN SMALL BUSINESSES ARE SUFFERING: Many small business
owners in Wisconsin say they are struggling with rising costs, shipping delays, and
economic uncertainty stemming from Trump’s tariffs. His tariffs have even impacted
local businesses that do not rely on imports, like local Christmas tree farms.

- Wisconsin farmers have been hard hit by Trump and Congressional
Republicans’ agenda. They have been caught in the middle of trade wars
with top export partners like China, undermined by Trump’s $40 billion
Argentina bailout, and had their labor force gutted by Trump’s massive
deportation scheme. Wisconsin agriculture is highly dependent on exports,
which account for nearly a third of annual incomes. An estimated 70
percent of the workforce of Wisconsin’s dairy farms is made up of
immigrants. As the University of Wisconsin concluded, “Without them, the
whole dairy industry would collapse overnight.”

= Trump’s tariffs, combined with the increased cost-of-living, have proved
disastrous for restaurants across the state. Food and labor costs for
restaurants have risen 35 percent in the past five years. Just last month
alone, 3 Milwaukee restaurants announced closures.



https://www.wbay.com/2025/11/05/we-wont-survive-struggling-small-business-owners-give-tariff-testimonials/
https://wisconsinindependent.com/economy/wisconsin-christmas-tree-farm-is-feeling-the-burden-of-rising-costs/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2026/01/05/wisconsin-farmers-worry-that-trump-farm-aid-wont-be-enough/87706193007
https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/15/politics/argentina-bailout-farmers-soybeans-tariffs-analysis
https://investigatemidwest.org/2025/10/29/trumps-deportations-are-causing-farm-labor-issues-he-hasnt-presented-a-viable-long-term-solution/
https://www.wpr.org/news/deportations-worry-farmers-labor-shortage-harvest
https://farmersforfreetrade.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/FFT-WI-Fact-Sheet-MFT25-MC.pdf
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/01/10/despite-threat-of-mass-deportation-immigrant-workers-and-wisconsin-dairy-farmers-carry-on/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/money/business/2024/11/18/dairy-farms-would-be-devastated-if-trump-enacts-mass-deportations/76128849007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z114742d00----v114742d--53--b--53--&gca-ft=176&gca-ds=sophi
https://restaurant.org/research-and-media/research/inflation/
https://www.wpr.org/news/milwaukee-restauranteurs-sound-alarm-inflation-rising-costs
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e HELP RIPPED AWAY: Trump’s budget cuts are ripping away vital assistance for
health care, food, and more from hundreds of thousands of Wisconsinites.

= Thanks to Donald Trump and Republicans in Congress, Wisconsinites who buy
health insurance on their own through the Affordable Care Act are facing an
average premium increase of 16 percent for 2026, and nearly 300,000
people across the state are seeing their coverage costs double on average this
year after the Trump-GOP budget ripped away critical tax credits that make
ACA coverage affordable, forcing some to make difficult decisions like delaying
retirement, foregoing care, or skipping basic necessities.

= Trump and Republicans in Congress cut $187 billion in food assistance, which
helps give nearly 700,000 Wisconsinites access to food. These cuts will cause
an estimated 375,000 residents to lose some or all of their food aid
and leave Wisconsin without tens of millions of dollars in annual federal funds.

= Trump and Republicans cut billions in clean energy tax credits. As a result, an
estimated 8,200 Wisconsinites employed in the clean energy industry
could lose their jobs, and some Wisconsin households could see their energy
bills rise by 13 to 22 percent because of the removal of tax credits for clean
energy.



https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_Kx3fZIQH80i4-S49FABs5_b6oRfM6fCnkLp_PWUyPmLciZ569BatF5W22dRnbi8yOXE_0JOdoNBOj_sXNUPDQJ9qOnw&_hsmi=374673862&utm_campaign=KFF%3A%20Health%20Costs&utm_medium=email&utm_content=374673862&utm_source=hs_email#Overall%202026%20proposed%20rate%20change%20among%20ACA%20Marketplace%20plans,%20by%20insurer
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/state-indicator/average-monthly-advance-premium-tax-credit-aptc/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/mapping-the-uneven-burden-of-rising-aca-marketplace-premium-payments-due-to-enhanced-tax-credit-expiration/
https://www.fox6now.com/news/aca-health-insurance-subsidies-expire-wisconsin
https://fox11online.com/newsletter-daily/wisconsinites-see-their-health-care-costs-spike-after-expiration-of-premium-tax-credits
https://www.wbtv.com/2025/11/19/affordable-care-act-subsidies-debate-could-impact-north-carolina-healthcare-costs/
https://www.wkow.com/news/madison-woman-reconsiders-retirement-plans-after-increased-aca-premiums/article_dccd7c01-44ad-42af-a3db-08c4fa7c073b.html
https://www.wkow.com/news/madison-woman-reconsiders-retirement-plans-after-increased-aca-premiums/article_dccd7c01-44ad-42af-a3db-08c4fa7c073b.html
https://www.wisn.com/article/milwaukee-health-center-anticipates-rise-in-uninsured-as-aca-subsidies-end/69906151
https://upnorthnewswi.com/2025/12/22/over-300000-wisconsinites-brace-for-higher-premiums/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/by-the-numbers-harmful-republican-megabill-takes-food-assistance-away-from
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/fed-reconciliation-082825.pdf
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/How-the-Senate-Budget-Reconciliation-SNAP-Proposals-Will-Affect-Families-in-Every-US-State.pdf
https://www.wpr.org/news/snap-cost-states-millionsdollars-what-does-that-mean-food-access#:~:text=He%20does%20not%20foresee%20that,taxpayers%20$44%20million%20per%20year.
https://energyinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/OBBBA-impacts-on-Wisconsin.pdf
https://energyinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/OBBBA-impacts-on-Wisconsin.pdf

