
 
Dear Senate Majority Leader John Thune: 

 

We are writing to you today as state legislators representing millions of Americans who are 

experiencing a health care crisis caused by President Donald Trump, House Speaker Mike 

Johnson, and you. This crisis affects our constituents from all walks of life, including millions of 

young people, small business owners, and gig workers who are being devastated by huge 

premium increases or facing the prospect of losing their coverage entirely. 

 

On January 1 of this year, at least 20 million Americans rang in the new year with massive 

increases in their health care premiums. And so far, more than a million more have decided to 

go without any coverage at all. This didn’t happen by accident. President Trump and 

Republicans like yourself in Washington, D.C. decided to kill the enhanced premium tax credits 

that kept health care affordable for those Americans, instantly putting their coverage out of 

reach. 

 

Enhanced premium tax credits have been essential to making health care affordable for working 

families. Following their implementation, America’s uninsured rate fell to an all-time low and a 

record 21.3 million people signed up for newly affordable coverage. Your elimination of these 

credits is needlessly punishing hardworking families already suffering an affordability crisis. 

Now, they’ll face even more impossible choices, like whether to pay for a visit to the doctor or 

put food on the table. These and other GOP-supported health care cuts are taking place at the 

same time corporations and the ultra-wealthy are receiving massive tax breaks, this 

administration is considering paying American oil companies to invest in Venezuela, and the 

President continues to focus all his energies on his new ballroom and other personal luxuries. 

 

This impending health care crisis is particularly severe for young Americans. At a time when it’s 

harder than ever to make ends meet, they now have the added burden of choosing whether to 

pay exorbitant health care premiums, or to risk going without insurance. The ACA has 

traditionally been a lifeline for people in these situations, providing a pathway to affordable 

coverage and financial security. By eliminating these tax credits, you have pulled the rug out 

from under a generation, forcing them to live in fear that they’ll be saddled with medical debt 

that could haunt them for decades, stifling their ability to save, buy a home, and participate fully 

in our economy. 

 

Killing these credits was a conscious choice to dismantle the progress we have made and plunge 

Americans into financial instability and uncertainty. You can’t reverse the damage already done, 

but luckily for you, House Democrats have given Republicans a lifeline. Thanks to their 

discharge petition, the House has already passed a three-year extension of these life-saving tax 

credits with a strong bipartisan majority, including seventeen Republicans. This same approach 

already received support from a bipartisan majority of fifty-one Senators, including four 

Republicans, in a vote last month – but a minority of Senate Republicans blocked the bill with a 

filibuster. The time for political games is over and we are calling on you to immediately take up 

that bill in the U.S. Senate, pass it and send it to President Trump for his signature. The health 

and financial security of millions of Americans depends on it. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/13/health/obamacare-enrollment-decrease-subsidies.html


 
 

Signed, 

Sen. Cathy Kipp, Colorado 

Rep. Mandy Lindsay, Colorado 

Rep. Tisha Mauro, Colorado 

Rep. Daryl Campbell, Florida 

Rep. Anna Eskamani, Florida 

Rep. El-Mahdi Holly, Georgia 

Rep. Marvin Lim, Georgia 

Rep. Ruwa Romman, Georgia 

Rep. Gabriel Sanchez, Georgia 

Rep. Amy Perruso, Hawaii 

Sen. Lakesia Collins, Illinois 

Sen. Graciela Guzmán, Illinois 

Rep. Maura Hirschauer, Illinois 

Rep. Monica Kurth, Iowa 

Sen. Art Staed, Iowa 

Sen. Sarah Trone Garriott, Iowa 

Rep. Aime Wichtendahl, Iowa 

Rep. Mary Lou Marzian, Kentucky 

Speaker Ryan Fecteau, Maine 

Rep. Marc Malon, Maine 

Rep. Poppy Arford, Maine 

Rep. Mike Ray, Maine 

Rep. Amy Roeder, Maine 

Rep. David Sinclair, Maine 

Rep. Heather Bagnall, Maryland 

Del. Dylan Behler, Maryland 

Del. Ashanti Martinez, Maryland 

Del. Sean A. Stinnett, Maryland 

Rep. Jason Morgan, Michigan 

Rep. Stephen Wooden, Michigan 

Rep. Susan Almy, New Hampshire 

Rep. Susan Elberger, New Hampshire 

Rep. Hope Damon, New Hampshire 

Rep. Karen Hegner, New Hampshire 

Rep. Linda Haskins, New Hampshire 

Rep. Jessica LaMontagne, New Hampshire 

Rep. Dan LeClerc, New Hampshire 

Rep. William Palmer, New Hampshire 

Rep. Marc Plamondon, New Hampshire 

Rep. Terri O’Rorke, New Hampshire 

Rep. James Gruber, New Hampshire 

Assemblymember Karines Reyes, R.N., New York 



 
Assemblymember Linda Rosenthal, New York 

Assemblymember Al Stirpe, New York 

Sen. Julie Mayfield, North Carolina 

Sen. Natalie Murdock, North Carolina 

Sen. Michael Garrett, North Carolina 

Sen. Catherine Ingram, Ohio 

Rep. Mike Schlossberg, Pennsylvania 

Rep. Arvind Venkat, Pennsylvania 

Rep. Aftyn Behn, Tennessee 

Sen. Nate Blouin, Utah 

Rep. William Greer, Vermont 

Sen. Saddam Azlan Salim, Virginia 

Del. Kayla Young, West Virginia 

Rep. Vincent Miresse, Wisconsin 

Rep. Supreme Moore Omokunde, Wisconsin 

Sen. Mark Spreitzer, Wisconsin 

 


