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THE GREAT LAKES STATE AFFORDABILITY CRISIS:
Costs Skyrocket for Working Michiganders as

Trump and Republicans Ignore Worsening Crisis
and Rip Away Help

Donald Trump’s destructive policies are ripping away Michiganders’ economic security. Between
his massive cuts to government spending, the Trump-GOP Big, Ugly Bill, and his disastrous
tariff regime, Trump’s agenda is hurting the local economy in all areas, stoking a dire
affordability crisis as food prices, energy bills, health care costs, and housing costs spike.

A majority of Michiganders believe Trump’s tariffs are hurting their families’ financial situation
— and for good reason. Small business owners are sounding the alarm about rising costs and
health care premium hikes. Local food businesses are being forced to raise prices, electricity bills
in the state have shot up, and tens of thousands of residents stand to lose their health care as a
result of the Trump-GOP budget. Michigan is one of the states hardest hit by Trump’s
cancellation of clean energy investments, which have cost the state more than 6,000 jobs this
year alone. For buyers and renters alike, housing has become increasingly unaffordable for
median-income Michigan households, with costs rising and supply curtailed by Trump’s tariffs.
Even the state’s automotive industry is in turmoil, with 60 percent of Michiganders saying that
Trump’s tariff policies are hurting the car business.

Throughout Trump’s second term, the President and Republicans in Congress have worked in
lock-step to reward their rich and powerful friends at the expense of everyone else. They are
obliterating the economic security of millions across the country, and working families are the
ones paying the price.

That is why state leaders like ourselves are coming together to highlight what President Trump
has done to hurt Michigan families across our great state and to fight back against this reckless
administration. We hope you will join us in standing up to Trump and his agenda, which is
skyrocketing costs across the Great Lakes State.

Signed,

Rep. Jason Morgan
Rep. Jason Hoskins
Rep. Jasper Martus
Rep. Penelope Tsernoglou
Rep. Kelly Breen

Rep. Joey Andrews
Rep. Mike McFall

Rep. Emily Dievendorf
Rep. Carol Glanville
Rep. Noah Arbit
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Michigan Cost Of Living

e COST-OF-LIVING IS A TOP CONCERN FOR MICHIGANDERS: Michigan
shoppers are facing high prices due to Trump’s tariffs. According to the Detroit Regional
Chamber of Commerce, Michigan voters are expressing concerns about the cost of
groceries and the job market, with most saying they are paying more for groceries,
utilities and other staples. A recent poll from the Regional Chamber found:

- 72 percent of Michigan voters believe that Trump’s tariffs
cause higher prices.

- Nearly 60 percent of Michigan voters believe the economy is
weakening, and almost 40 percent of voters expect a
recession in the next year.

- More than half of Michigan voters say they are paying more
Jor car and home insurance.

e COST OF GROCERIES IS UP: Food costs are rising nationwide thanks to Donald
Trump’s tariffs and America-last trade policies — especially in Michigan. Michigan’s
grocery prices are up 27 percent since 2019, and food prices are rising 20 percent faster
than inflation overall (up 3.6 percent year-over-year for food compared to 2.99 percent
overall). The prices of goods like spices and food packaging have shot up this year as a

result of Trump’s tariffs. Detroit residents now spend the lar hare of their income on
groceries of any major city in the U.S., with local wages growing slower than grocery
prices.

e HEALTH CARE COSTS ARE UP THANKS TO TRUMP & REPUBLICANS: The
Trump-GOP Big, Ugly Bill cuts $1 trillion from Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act
(ACA). As many as 750,000 Michigan residents stand to lose their health care
because of Trump and Republicans’ changes to Medicaid and the ACA. Michigan
hospitals could lose out on half a billion dollars in Medicaid funding annually due to
these cuts, and the state is already seeking $200 million annually from the federal
government to shore up rural health care in anticipation of slashed budgets.


https://michiganadvance.com/briefs/whitmer-ordered-report-links-trumps-tariffs-to-rising-prices-and-slower-growth-across-michigan/
https://bridgemi.com/business-watch/poll-tariffs-grocery-costs-have-michigan-residents-sweating-economy/
https://bridgemi.com/business-watch/poll-tariffs-grocery-costs-have-michigan-residents-sweating-economy/
https://bridgemi.com/business-watch/poll-tariffs-grocery-costs-have-michigan-residents-sweating-economy/
https://www.mlive.com/news/2025/10/rising-costs-impact-michigan-voters-as-chamber-poll-reveals-economic-concerns.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/data-graphics/grocery-price-tracker-inflation-trends-eggs-bread-trump-administration-rcna239569
https://www.michigansthumb.com/news/article/michigan-grocery-prices-data-growth-2019-21130948.php
https://michiganadvance.com/briefs/whitmer-ordered-report-links-trumps-tariffs-to-rising-prices-and-slower-growth-across-michigan/
https://www.clevelandfed.org/indicators-and-data/inflation-nowcasting
https://www.clevelandfed.org/indicators-and-data/inflation-nowcasting
https://michiganadvance.com/briefs/whitmer-ordered-report-links-trumps-tariffs-to-rising-prices-and-slower-growth-across-michigan/
https://www.michigannewssource.com/2025/11/motor-city-leads-u-s-in-grocery-costs-as-paychecks-lag-behind/
https://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2025/07/10/big-beautiful-bill-impacts/
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2025/04/16/whitmer-signs-executive-directive-to-identify-impact-of-federal-medicaid-cuts
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2025/04/16/whitmer-signs-executive-directive-to-identify-impact-of-federal-medicaid-cuts
https://bridgemi.com/michigan-health-watch/can-michigan-make-rural-america-healthy-again-hospitals-doubt-it/
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- The Trump-GOP plan to rip away ACA tax credits will hit Michigan small
businesses especially hard. Nearly 100,000 small business owners in the
state rely on the ACA for coverage — 1 in 6 ACA enrollees in Michigan— and 87
percent of small business owners reportedly want Congress to permanently
extend ACA tax credits.

MICHIGAN ENERGY COSTS SKYROCKETING: Since Trump took office in
January, household electric bills are up 11 percent. 68 percent of Michigan voters
say they are paying more for utilities. Michigan’s largest energy provider,
Consumers Energy — which serves 6.8 million Michiganders — hiked natural gas rates by
over 8 percent. The company is also pushing for an electricity rate hike of over 13 percent
for Michigan households. Another utility provider, Great Lakes Energy, raised rates as
well to cover the cost of repairing the state’s power grid, which was damaged by spring
storms. Longer-term, the average Michigan utility customer will see bills rise by an
estimated $320 annually because of Trump and Republicans’ removal of tax credits for
clean energy

JOB CUTS & LOST INVESTMENT: Trump and Republicans have cut trillions in
funding for health care, food aid, and energy investments. These cuts are estimated
to cost Michigan 41,500 total jobs and amount to a loss of more than $4.5 billion in
state GDP.

- Across Michigan’s metro areas, unemployvment has reached as high as 6.9
percent in Saginaw, 6.8 percent in Flint, 6.3 percent in Battle Creek and 6.2
percent in Bay City this year.

- Michigan’s manufacturing sector lost 9,200 jobs between August 2024 and
August 2025.

- Climate Power reports that Michigan has seen over 6,000 clean energy jobs
canceled or delayed since January, making the state one of the hardest hit by
Trump’s attack on clean energy.



https://www.wbtv.com/2025/11/19/affordable-care-act-subsidies-debate-could-impact-north-carolina-healthcare-costs/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/5-million-small-business-owners-and-self-employed-workers-likely-enrolled-in-aca
https://irp.cdn-website.com/b4559992/files/uploaded/2025+Healthcare+Crisis+Survey+The+Cliff+Facing+Americas+Small+Businesses.pdf
https://www.eia.gov/electricity/monthly/epm_table_grapher.php?t=table_5_03
https://www.mlive.com/news/2025/10/rising-costs-impact-michigan-voters-as-chamber-poll-reveals-economic-concerns.html
https://www.thecentersquare.com/michigan/article_498b88f2-307c-4a54-b551-2910a8bca7f4.html
https://www.thecentersquare.com/michigan/article_535ac314-9956-458e-b196-1530a918d09f.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2025/09/michigans-largest-power-co-op-raises-rates-to-pay-for-ice-storm-that-wrecked-grid.html
https://energyinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/OBBBA-impacts-on-Michigan.pdf
https://planetdetroit.org/2025/07/big-beautiful-bill-renewable-energy/#:~:text=Overview:,a%20climate%20policy%20think%20tank.
https://michiganadvance.com/2025/07/02/whitmer-warns-that-medicaid-snap-cuts-in-gop-bill-could-slash-41k-michigan-jobs-4-5b-in-gdp/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/michigan-city-warren-trump-100-days-rally-voters-economic-turnaroun-rcna244822
https://milmi.org/datasearch/industry-employment-by-sector
https://climatepower.us/energy-crisis/
https://midmichigannow.com/news/local/michigan-among-hardest-hit-by-clean-energy-job-losses-report-finds
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AUTO INDUSTRY IN TURMOIL: Trump’s disastrous policy agenda is hurting
Michigan’s critical auto industry. Over 60 percent of Michigan voters say they believe
Trump’s tariffs could hurt the state’s auto industry. In addition to his tariffs, Trump has
already cancelled hundreds of millions of dollars in Michigan energy
investments, terminating numerous grants amounting to $888 million in clean energy
funding for Michigan, devastating the state’s auto industry:

- General Motors announced that they would be laying off 1,200 workers at
their electric vehicle plant in Detroit and cancelling a $55 million factory
that would have created 300 jobs, citing “decisions” made by the Trump
administration.

- Fortescue canceled a $210 million Detroit electric vehicle battery
factory that would have created up to 600 jobs, blaming Trump and
Republicans’ cuts.

- XALT Energy laid off 324 workers and announced it would close two
electric vehicle battery plants located in Midland and Auburn Hills.

- A supplier for General Motors announced it would permanently lay off 143
workers at their Oakland County plant.

- Electric vehicle battery component manufacturer Dana Incorporated laid off
over 100 employees based in Auburn Hills.

HOUSING CRUNCH: Michigan ranks 33rd in the country for affordable housing and
the gap between rent and wages has been growing wider in the state. The
Michigan State Housing Development Authority reports a shortage of 119,000 housing
units statewide. According to a Realtor.com report in November 2025, new home
construction has lagged in Michigan, with the state accounting for just 1.5 percent of all
new home permits nationwide despite representing 3 percent of the U.S. population.
Homebuilders and homebuyers are among the most impacted by Trump’s
tariffs. Trump’s tariffs on building materials are expected to increase the price of a new
home in Michigan by about $10,900, and despite the housing crunch and growing
affordability concerns, the Trump administration is plowing ahead with sweeping
changes to housing programs that will leave 7,000 Michigan households, including
roughly 2,000 families with children at risk of imminent homelessness.



https://bridgemi.com/business-watch/poll-tariffs-grocery-costs-have-michigan-residents-sweating-economy/
https://climatepower.us/news/trump-threatens-to-cancel-additional-12-billion-in-investment-that-would-have-lowered-costs-and-created-jobs/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/autos/general-motors/2025/10/29/gm-cutting-hundreds-of-jobs-at-detroit-tennessee-ohio-ev-sites/86962834007/
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/automotive/gm-cancels-hydrogen-program-55m-detroit-plant
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/manufacturing/ev-battery-maker-fortescue-scraps-210m-plant-detroit
https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/xalt-close-midland-factory-eliminate-230-jobs-21131118.php
https://patch.com/michigan/ferndale/metro-detroit-auto-plant-announces-mass-layoffs
https://www.cbsnews.com/detroit/news/avencez-hazel-park-layoffs-december-2025/
https://www.fox2detroit.com/news/over-100-employees-dana-inc-auburn-hills-laid-off-due-lower-demand-evs
https://www.michiganpublic.org/economy/2025-07-23/the-gap-between-rent-and-wages-in-michigan-is-widening-according-to-new-report
https://wdet.org/2025/07/22/state-housing-development-authority-releases-new-guide-to-combat-housing-shortage/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/michigan-holding-steady-affordability-homebuilding-161242539.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAEouT__a_MNf3bjqT5ojUulOCMNeSheTX3KiBimyj2PvWSZx8hKxljoY5qkUklDapGCamq-XhSg4nyIopG9IPBZLIuVOeZ_d-NRqzwjy1RprIFb0kZPE5f8Rn7k9TVGsd_YmhHAJr9nnrf5vEgjmaB8WXgFIeLF9Surta8oLSz1P
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2025/11/05/findings-of-michigan-department-report-national-tariffs-higher-grocery-prices
https://michiganadvance.com/briefs/whitmer-ordered-report-links-trumps-tariffs-to-rising-prices-and-slower-growth-across-michigan/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2025/11/29/hud-grant-funding-homeless/87449354007/
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SMALL BUSINESSES STRUGGLE: Many small business owners in Michigan, from
Detroit to Ann Arbor, say they are struggling with rising costs, supply chain disruptions,
and economic uncertainty as a result of Trump’s tariffs. Trump’s tariffs are
threatening entire local industries in Michigan. The state’s farming and
agriculture industry, for example, which supports more than 800,000 jobs across
Michigan and contributes nearly $126 billion to the state economy, has seen exports fall
precipitously for products like wheat, cherries, apples, and soybean meal, costing
Michigan farmers more than $277 million in export revenue.

HELP RIPPED AWAY: Trump’s budget cuts are ripping away vital assistance for
health care, food, disaster aid, and more from hundreds of thousands of Michiganders.

- Thanks to Donald Trump and Republicans in Congress, Michiganders who buy
health insurance on their own through the ACA are facing an average
premium increase of over 20 percent for 2026, and nearly 500,000
people across the state will see their coverage costs for next year soar after the
Trump-GOP budget ripped away critical tax credits that make ACA coverage
affordable.

- Trump and Republicans in Congress cut $187 billion in food assistance, which
could leave 123,000 Michigan residents with reduced or eliminated
food aid. These cuts to federal food aid will harm Michigan’s economy by

around $415 million.

- Trump and Republicans cut billions in clean energy tax credits. As a result,
around 7,500 of Michiganders employed in the clean energy industry
could lose their jobs, and the average Michigan utility customer will see bills
rise by an estimated $320 annually by 2035 because of the removal of tax
credits for clean energy.

- The Trump administration’s decision to leave Michiganders to fend for
themselves after a devastating ice storm will cost northern Michiganders
tens of millions of dollars. The recent decision to deny disaster aid to two
electric utilities in rural northern Michigan could result in surcharges and rate
hikes equivalent to at least $4,500 per household.



https://www.detroitchamber.com/detroit-small-businesses-on-fluctuating-tariffs/
https://www.cbsnews.com/detroit/news/ann-arbor-business-owners-say-tariffs-are-driving-up-prices/
https://www.fox2detroit.com/news/trumps-trade-war-hammers-michigan-both-small-large-businesses-feel-effects
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/2025/11/29/small-business-saturday-hit-and-miss-in-detroit-amid-concerns-about-economy-tariffs/87506595007/
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2025/09/15/mdard-report-warns-of-tariff-impacts-on-food-prices-agriculture-industry#:~:text=Canada%2C%20China%20and%20other%20countries,on%20affordable%20food%20at%20risk.
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.canr.msu.edu%252Fresources%252Finterim-update-on-the-economic-impact-of-michigan-s-agri-food-system%253Futm_source=MPIC%252BIndustry%252BInsider%2526utm_campaign=cfc8aca90e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_10_10_2018_10_52_COPY_01%2526utm_medium=email%2526utm_term=0_af2a53ba2c-cfc8aca90e-32370891%2526ct=t(EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_10_10_2018_10_52_COPY_01)%2F1%2F010001994efa22bf-4ed58efd-d8f0-40ba-9abb-94cf6690227e-000000%2FnHXnBZsNOZD8BlfwjkwfE6d1Cw2Y6GQ2gHKyhDn1HkY=422/1/0100019a5500613f-89442035-44c9-4d99-96ee-92fd73ae7e4f-000000/linnGKQ2uveu9jevC3DJ3r1eUFiJ565rkBgdRo1OfsM=430
https://www.michigan.gov/difs/-/media/Project/Websites/difs/OIRF/EHB/PDFs/2026_Approved_Rate_Changes.pdf
https://michiganadvance.com/2025/10/23/michigan-senate-panel-examines-health-care-access-woes-with-loss-of-aca-enhanced-credits/
https://bridgemi.com/michigan-health-watch/five-reasons-health-insurance-rates-are-rising-so-much-in-michigan/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/health-insurance-premium-spikes-imminent-as-tax-credit-enhancements-set-to-expire
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/by-the-numbers-harmful-republican-megabill-takes-food-assistance-away-from
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/senate-agriculture-committees-revised-work-requirement-would-risk-taking
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/inside-mdhhs/newsroom/2025/08/05/snap-presser#:~:text=Federal%20cuts%20to%20SNAP%20will,insecurity%20and%20poverty%20in%20Michigan.
https://climatepower.us/energy-crisis/
https://energyinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/OBBBA-impacts-on-Michigan.pdf
https://planetdetroit.org/2025/07/big-beautiful-bill-renewable-energy/#:~:text=Overview:,a%20climate%20policy%20think%20tank.
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/11/30/electricity-prices-jump-after-trump-rejects-disaster-aid-for-michigan-utilities-00665572
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/11/30/electricity-prices-jump-after-trump-rejects-disaster-aid-for-michigan-utilities-00665572
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MIEOG/2025/08/25/file_attachments/3365644/25_08_21_Appeal%20EMHSD%20FINAL-%20g%20signed.pdf

